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consummate art. Louis XV took an ever-increasing
pleasure in them, sensations of delight in the
presence of beautiful and by no means bashful
women aroused his sensuality; the restraint of a
strict convention was relaxed and he could escape
far from the cares and anxieties of everyday life.

In this desire to escape realities there was a kind
of moral necessity, observable in most men of the
time, especially artists and the intimates of Ver-
sailles. The passion for festivities came from the
theatre, which had an undeniable importance in
intellectual and artistic development; and it enables
us to understand the creations that saw the light
in the reigns of Louis XV and Louis XVI.

At the beginning of September 1748 Mme de
Pompadour invited Maurepas, d'Argenson, de
Puissieux, Saint Florentin, the Due de Luynes and a
few special guests to a party destined to run its
course in her castle La Celle. The invitation tickets
bore the plain inscription: "Admit bearer;" under-
neath was the announcement that supper would be
at ten sharp. On 3rd September the Marquise
welcomed her royal lover with elaborate pre-
parations that enchanced the natural brilliance of
her beauty. As the supper ended a large number
of musicians was seen enter, playing the violin,
the oboe, the cello, the bagpipes and the bassoon;
they took their places round the table, and Mme de
Pompadour rose and sang in a crystal-clear voice
a hymn to Night, with scarcely a line but sounded
the praises of the king; and she ended with the
words: "Come, come follow me!"